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himself led an expedition into Bulgaria, but he met with
defeat and was forced to accept the status quo. Samuel then
proceeded to make conquests on his western frontiers; he
obtained temporary possession of Durazzo, and so for a short
time his empire extended from the Black Sea actually to the
Adriatic.

But when once domestic peace had been restored to the Basil in the
Empire, Basil was able, after a necessary pause for reorganisa- east
tion, to pay heed to the more pressing dangers that threatened
outlying parts of the Empire. Though fighting of a desultory
nature seems to have recommenced in Bulgaria in 990, it
was first of all to the east that Basil gave most attention.
In 994-5, he relieved Aleppo, but failed both then and in a
later campaign in 999 to take Tripolis. In 1001 he made
peace with the Egyptian Moslems, which lasted for the rest
of his reign and assured to the Empire all its recent conquests.
Just previously he had visited Armenia to secure his north- Armenia
eastern frontier. Armenia, which at this time was enjoying
a period of unwonted prosperity, was important to the
Empire as a guardian of the passes over the Caucasus as well
as a buffer state against the Arabs. Proud of its newly-won
independence, and of its national Church, it was able to
resist imperial suzerainty until at the end of Basil's reign the
pressure from the Seljuk Turks caused it to yield, and Basil
was able to extend his Empire to the Caucasus.

The eastern campaigns were only incidental, for the The conquest
purpose of security, to the main task to which he had set of BulSaria
himself, the crushing of Bulgaria. In 996 the contest began
in earnest, and though it opened with a victory of Samuel over
a Byzantine general, his power was soon on the decline.
Basil could not give his whole attention to it until his return
from the east in 1001, but from that time annual invasions
led to the piecemeal conquest of western Bulgaria. At last
a pitched battle in 1014 resulted in the decisive defeat of
Samuel and his death a few days later. Disorganised and
rent by internal factions, the Bulgarians struggled for four
years longer to maintain their independence, but in 1018
came the final surrender, and for a century and a half Bulgaria
remained a Byzantine province. Only its language and its ,
ecclesiastical organisation were left intact; but its Patriarch
was reduced, to the rank of archbishop, and as his successors